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ON BLACK PAIN AND 
IMAGINATION: PATRICE 
LUMUMBA AND OTA BENGA

Lumumba was only 36 years old when he was murdered. 
Ota Benga is said to have been 23 years old when he was 
captured but some historians claim he was much younger .

Pastor or traditional 
healer? you decide

What we have these days is just a continuation of the 
whole “kuenda kun’anga” tradition, disguised as 
“deliverance sessions.” The smelly bone-throwing, 
animal-skin wearing n’anga has now been replaced by the 
smooth talking “prophet” in shiny suit and pointy shoes.

ENCOUNTERS; JONAH SITHOLE 
AND THE CHIMURENGA SOUND

Sithole was to Mukanya what Nigerian drummer Tony 
Allen was to AfroBeat founder Anikulapo Kuti: brothers 
and bedfellows, companions and comrades. Sithole was at 
the nucleus of the music, right at the centre of the smithy 
at which the Chimurenga sound was forged ...
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YOUR SHOUT

“Zimbabwe is better 
served by a competi-
tive market place of 
ideas ...“
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YOUR NAME HERE: just email two writing samples to editor@nbo.press

Farai Dzvairo is a Zimbabwean currently living in 
Perth, Western Australia. She is an avid reader, tryer of 
new things and wannabe traveller. 

Levi Kabwato is a disillusioned African commentator.

Ranga Mberi is a writer, a Zimbabwean patriot, and 
an Afro-optimist. He also side-eyes every single thing.

Joe Ruzvidzo is a writer, graphic designer and 
long-time blogger based in Harare. 

Telford Vice hasn't had a proper job since he started 
writing for a living in 1991. No-one has yet paid him 
enough to stop. 

Farai Mudzingwa writes irregularly and irreverently 
from what's left of Harare.

Percy Zvomuya is a writer, he is also a football fan.

Eleanor Madziva is an African.

CONTRIBUTORS
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FARAI K. DZVAIRO

FOUR FUNKY WAYS 
TO PAIR WHISKEY 
AND ... BACON?

FOOD & DRINK
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confession; in a previous life I was a whisky 
snob who was only about the single malt 
scotch life. 

How wrong I was, and how glad I am that I 
got over my pretentious self and broadened 
my horizons.

If I had to pick a winning combination I’d go 
with Set 3, and that’s because that particular 
bacon made my night. I’d be keen to try a 
combination of the vanilla infused bacon and 
the George Dickel No.12 just to see if the 
two would complement each other.
I’m always up to try new things, and am I’m always up to try new things, and am 

glad that instead of the usual “surprise me 
with your creativity oh cute barman” cocktails 
we explored something new. For the price of 
two cocktails at an average Perth bar (or one 
and a third at one of the fancier ones) I got to 
try new whiskeys, eat bacon at night and catch 
up with a fun mate. Hello, spring. .
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2

3
4



12 / NBO / Q1 2016

DON’T 
MENTION 
THE
WAR

FOOD & DRINK



NBO / Q1 2016 / 13



14 / NBO / Q1 2016

OPINIONS



NBO / Q1 2016 / 15

PASTOR

OR

TRADITIONAL
HEALER?

YOU DECIDE

N’ANGAPASTOR

OR

TRADITIONAL
HEALER?

YOU DECIDE
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N’ANGA
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JOE RUZVIDZO

SEX CETERA
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If the women’s movement has 
taught us anything, it’s that 
there’s no limit to what an 
individual can do when left to 
their own devices



ZIMBABWEAN LAW AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION
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OPINIONS



On Black Pain 
& Imagination:
Patrice Lumumba 
and Ota Benga

Lumumba’s monument should stand, for time immemorial, in 
unending defiance to the brood of traitors and assassins. To us, 
the Africans who live, this defiance should inspire hope and 
courage, the defining sources of the Imagination which Patrice 
Lumumba possessed for Africa, writes Levi Kabwato



LEVI KABWATO
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PATRICE EMERY LUMUMBA
FIRST PRIME MINISTER OF CONGO
BORN: 2 JULY 1925
DIED: 17 JANUARY 1961, AGE: 35
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Patrice Lumumba’s Speech at the Proclamation of Congolese Independence 
(abridged)
As combatants for independence who today are victorious, I salute you in the name of the Congolese government.
I ask all my friends, all of you who have fought unceasingly at our side, to make this thirtieth of June, 1960, an 

illustrious date that will be indelibly engraved upon your hearts, a date whose meaning you will teach your children with 
pride, so that they in turn will tell their children and their children’s children the glorious story of our struggle for freedom.
For though this independence of the Congo is today being proclaimed in a spirit of accord with Belgium, a friendly For though this independence of the Congo is today being proclaimed in a spirit of accord with Belgium, a friendly 

country with which we are dealing as one equal with another, no Congolese worthy of the name can ever forget that we 
fought to win it a fight waged each and every day, a passionate and idealistic fight, a fight in which there was not one 
effort, not one privation, not one suffering, not one drop of blood that we ever spared ourselves. We are proud of this 
struggle amid tears, fire, and blood, down to our very heart of hearts, for it was a noble and just struggle, an indispens-
able struggle if we were to put an end to the humiliating slavery that had been forced upon us.
The wounds that are the evidence of the fate we endured for eighty years under a colonialist regime are still too fresh 

and painful for us to be able to erase them from our memory. Back-breaking work has been exacted from us, in return 
for wages that did not allow us to satisfy our hunger, or to decently clothe or house ourselves, or to raise our children as 
creatures very dear to us.
We have been the victims of ironic taunts, of insults, of blows that we were forced to endure morning, noon, and We have been the victims of ironic taunts, of insults, of blows that we were forced to endure morning, noon, and 

night because we were blacks. Who can forget that a black was addressed in the familiar form, not because he was a 
friend, certainly, but because the polite form of address was to be used only for whites?
We have had our lands despoiled under the terms of what was supposedly the law of the land but was only a We have had our lands despoiled under the terms of what was supposedly the law of the land but was only a 

recognition of the right of the strongest. We have known that the law was quite different for whites and blacks; it was 
most accommodating for the former, and cruel and inhuman for the latter. We have known the atrocious sufferings of 
those banished to remote regions because of their political opinions or religious beliefs; exiles in their own country, their 
fate was truly worse than death.
We have known that there were magnificent mansions for whites in the cities and ramshackle straw hovels for blacks, We have known that there were magnificent mansions for whites in the cities and ramshackle straw hovels for blacks, 

that a black was never allowed into the so-called European movie theaters or restaurants or stores; that a black traveled 
in the hold of boats below the feet of the white in his deluxe cabin. Who can forget, finally, the burst of rifle fire in which 
so many of our brothers perished, the cells into which the authorities threw those who no longer were willing to submit to 
a rule where justice meant oppression and exploitation? We have grievously suffered all this, my brothers. But we who 
have been chosen to govern our beloved country by the vote of your elected representatives, we whose bodies and have been chosen to govern our beloved country by the vote of your elected representatives, we whose bodies and 
souls have suffered from colonialist oppression, loudly proclaim: all this is over and done with now.
The Republic of the Congo has been proclaimed and our country is now in the hands of its own children.
We are going to begin another struggle together, my brothers, my sisters, a sublime struggle that will bring our 

country peace, prosperity, and grandeur. We are going to institute social justice together and ensure everyone just 
remuneration for his labor. We are going to show the world what the black man can do when, he works in freedom, and 
we are going to make the Congo the focal point for the development of all of Africa. We are going to see to it that the soil 
of our country really benefits its children. We are going to review all the old laws and make new ones that will be just and 
noble.We are going to put an end to the suppression of free thought and see to it that all citizens enjoy to the fullest all noble.We are going to put an end to the suppression of free thought and see to it that all citizens enjoy to the fullest all 
the fundamental freedoms laid down in the Declaration of the Rights of Man.
We are going to do away with any and every sort of discrimination and give each one the rightful place that his 

human dignity, his labor, and his devotion to the country will have earned him. We are going to bring peace to the 
country, not the peace of rifles and bayonets, but the peace that comes from men’s hearts and their good will.
And in order to achieve all this, dear compatriots, rest assured that we will be able to count not only on our tremen-

dous strength and our immense riches, but also on the assistance of many foreign countries, whose collaboration we will 
always accept if it is sincere and does not seek to force any policy of any sort whatsoever on us.
In this regard, Belgium has finally realized what direction history was moving in and has not attempted to oppose our 

independence. She is ready to grant us her aid and her friendship, and a treaty to this effect has just been signed 
between our two equal and independent countries. I am certain that this cooperation will be beneficial to both countries. 
We for our part, though we shall continue to be vigilant, will respect all commitments freely made.
Thus the new Congo, our beloved republic that my government is going to create, will be a rich, free, and prosperous Thus the new Congo, our beloved republic that my government is going to create, will be a rich, free, and prosperous 

country, with regard to both its domestic relations and its foreign relations. But in order for us to reach this goal without 
delay, I ask all of you, Congolese legislators and citizens alike, to aid me with all the strength at your command.
I ask all of you to forget the trivial quarrels that are draining our strength and threaten to earn us the contempt of 

those in other countries. I ask the parliamentary minority to aid my government by constructive opposition and to stay 
strictly within legal and democratic paths.
I ask all of you not to shrink from making any sacrifice necessary to ensure the success of our great undertaking.I ask all of you not to shrink from making any sacrifice necessary to ensure the success of our great undertaking.
I ask you, finally, to respect unconditionally the life and property of your fellow citizens and foreigners who have 

settled in our country. If the behavior of these foreigners leaves something to be desired, our justice will be swift and they 
will be expelled from the territory of the republic; if, on the other hand, they conduct themselves properly, they must be 
left in peace, for they too will be working for the prosperity of our country.
The independence of the Congo represents a decisive step toward the liberation of the entire African continent.

Source: http://www.assatashakur.org/Source: http://www.assatashakur.org/
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ENCOUNTERS: 
JONAH SITHOLE 
AND THE 
CHIMURENGA 
SOUND

Percy Zvomuya

[1] In the novel Amulet by Chilean writer Roberto Bolano, a character moans,                  “the truth is our history is full of encounters that never occurred.”32 / NBO / Q1 2016
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Tyler B Murphy holds a weapon loaded with truth and lies
 whose power is felt hemispheres away, writes Telford Vice
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MUSIC, FILM & ART



TELFORD VICE

36 / NBO / Q1 2016
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NDINEWE HOPE MASIKE

Hope is having a bad hair day listening 
to electric guitars in a cage, but is freed 
by "me" to wear funky hairpieces, 
makeup and haute couture at a dance 
party on a yellow planet.

TONGOGARA JNR BROWN

If they were to introduce a new 
category at the National Arts Merit 
Awards for “Most Ungovernable 
Project” this song would win it hands 
down no question.

JAMES BOND: SPECTRE

The movie poster features an actual 
NSA surveillance photo of Daniel Craig 
watching his chances of playing Bond 
again shattering before his very eyes, 
with good reason.

ASSASIN’S CREED: UNITY

If you have a sytem powerful enough 
for this and like open adventure 
games, rather buy FarCry 4 instead or 
continue shooting British ships in 
Black Flag than buy this dud game.

M
U
S
IC
 V
ID
E
O

S
IN
G
L
E

C
O
M
P
U
T
E
R
 G
A
M
E

F
IL
M

QUICK SHOTS
THINGS. REVIEWED. FAST.

NBO / Q1 2016 / 39



RANGA MBERI

LITERATURE
IN THE
SHADOW
OF
MUGABE’S
GALLOWS
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TELFORD VICE

ISHMAEL? 
THAT’S 
HIM 
OVER 
THERE …
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FARAI MUDZINGWA
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I’ve heard stories of how a mythical liquid 
used to flow in pipes and gush out of taps 
in homes, schools and related structures.

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

48/ NBO / Q1 2016



W

X

Y

Z

NBO / Q1 2016 / 49



ELEANOR MADZIVA

LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA: A MODERN PARABLE

50/ NBO / Q1 2016

LAST WORD
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